
Louisa May Alcott said, “I am not afraid of storms, for I am learning to 

sail my ship.”  The month of January has certainly been a storm. As a 

BHS family, we experienced a huge loss and a major tragedy.  The events 

in our neighboring high school, West Liberty, have certainly brought us a 

great deal of sadness, and the loss of our friend, teacher, and colleague, 

Mrs. Teresa Welch have left our hearts heavy. 

 

In the month of February, where the symbol of the month is a Valentine’s 

heart, I want to thank  our BHS family for opening their hearts to support 

West Liberty and to support the family of Mrs. Welch. Our school com-

munity demonstrated compassion and kindness, while raising money for 

the Cole family, and the Welch family.  It never ceases to amaze me how 

generous our Chieftain family is. The money, food, and support sent to 

these two families have certainly helped, and supported our friends in 

their time of greatest need. Thank you for all you have done. This month 

of February, during Valentine’s day, we are reminded  that relationships 

are the most important things we have in life.  I hope this month finds a 

little smoother sailing for our ships.  However, we do understand that 

sometimes storms help us realize and appreciate those in our lives for 

whom we are thankful.    
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Learning to Sail Our Ships 
 

 me  
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BHS Reading Challenge 
 

 

me  

This month’s Reading Challenge is in full 

swing.  Here are some updates for the 

month: 

 

 425  different books have been read 

 186  students have read a book so far 

 827  total books have been read so far 

 141  students have met their reading 

challenge 

 Crank  is the most read book 

 I Was Here  is the most popular book  

The Reading Challenge leaders 

reading their way through the 

year! 
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Buddies Before Bullies 
 

 

 

The BHS FCCLA Club is leading a campaign called, “Buddies Before Bullies,” in honor of Bethany Thompson, an 11-
year Triad Middle School student whose family said that bullying drove her to suicide.  Thompson was a cancer sur-
vivor, and her tumor had caused her to have a slanted smile.  Her parents said this caused her to be bullied for her 
appearance.  The FCCLA Club is seeking to raise awareness of how hurtful bullying can be, and to raise money for the 
family of Bethany Thompson.  The Club is selling t-shirts and “Buddies Before Bullies” wrist bands in Mrs. Gasti-
neau’s room this week. 

 



By Abbi Adelsberger,  

Student Reporter 

 

BHS students displayed support for West-Liberty Salem Schools following 
the tragic event that took place on Friday, January 20th. 
 

Leading the school in their show of support was the BHS Leaders In Action 
Club. Throughout the past week, Leaders In Action have collected monetary donations for 
the family of Logan Cole and organized notes of encouragement for the students at WL-S. 
During lunch periods in the school cafeteria, club members would run their project and 
ask students to contribute. 
 

Bellefontaine City Schools also displayed support for WL-S by wearing orange clothing on 
Monday. 
 

Leaders In Action is a new club this year under the direction of Melanie Lehman. It was 
formerly known as class officers but due to heavy workloads on students, class titles have 
been removed. Former class officers along with other students now work together on ser-
vice projects within the school. Also, each month they have random acts of kindness. 
The club has 15 members and as their club progresses, they hope to have more student 

involvement with their projects. 
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Leaders in Action Supports WLS 
 

 

 

The BHS student body shows its support for West 

Liberty. 
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CHIEFTAIN CAPTIONS 
 

 

 

Mrs. Welch spent 15 years 

of her career here in 

Bellefontaine. She will be 

missed by all. 

Exchange student 

Valery Uribe cheers with 

Chieftain Cheer Camp. 

Mr. Miller’s “Story of I” is a 

BHS tradition, and draws 

standing room only crowds. 

DECA hosted 

our senior 

citizen friends at 

BHS basketball. 

 

Senior Emily 

Fulmer signs to 

swim at Ohio 

Wesleyan. 

Winter sports 

pep rally saw 

a senior class 

victory. 

 

First 

Graders 

sing the 

National 

Anthem at 

BHS 

basketball. 



 

DATE BHS CALENDAR  

Feb. 14 Valentine’s Day 

Feb. 20 President’s Day — NO SCHOOL 

Feb. 23 Grade Cards 

Feb. 24-25 Hello Dolly!  BHS Musical 

Mar. 1 Local Scholarship Applications Due 

Mar. 8 HUDDLE DAY — Two Hour Delay 

Mar. 15 Rotary Awards Night 

Mar. 16 Talent Show—7 pm 

Mar 20—27 Spring Break—-NO SCHOOL! 

Girls Swim Team — CBC Champs! 
 

 

 

Attention parents of seniors: 

Senior pictures are due to the yearbook staff by 
Spring Break. Senior ads are also going on 
sale. Order forms for yearbooks or senior ads are 
both available in the front office. E-mail any ques-
tions or photos to Christopher Miller 
at millerc@bcs-k12.org 

mailto:millerc@bcs-k12.org


BHS students show off their artwork, displayed in the 
Mayor's office.  

 

Left to right: Zayn Cox, Amy Preston and Collin Mitchell 


